NOTE TO THOSE SEEING THIS STUDY ON THE WEB SITE:
Our aim is to regularly post a new lesson on therBt part of each month. So if you
wish to follow this course of study, please checlegularly each month. If no new
lesson appears at the beginning of a particular mah, it indicates that we were
unable to get it ready in time. In such a case, @hse check for it after the first of the
following month. Your guestions or comments are weomed and will be responded
to as much as possible

PATHWAY OF LIGHT STUDY COURSE
by R. W. Young

“But the path of the just is as a shining light tha shines more and more unto the
perfect day.” (Prov. 4:18)

“Blessedis he that reads, and they that hear the words of ti prophecy, and keep
those things which are written therein: for the timeis at hand.” Rev 1:3

Study 14, Chapter 12

In the previous lesson we considered the unfoldihg@vents leading up to the
Day of Yahweh as seen under the opening of thediseals of the scroll that appears to
be the title deed to this earth. The opening efldist, or 7th seal, will be seen in chapter
8. We now come to the 7th chapter of Revelatwhich is a parenthetical chapter
teling us of the sealing of Yahweh's servants befthe earth experiences that time
called “the Great Tribulation” and “the Time of d&ts Trouble” the events of which
begin to be seen with the opening of the 7th seal.

VERSES 1-3 And after these things | saw four angels standingn the four
corners of the earth, holding the four winds of theearth, that the wind should not
blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree.And | saw another angel
ascending from the east, having the seal of the iing God: and he cried with a loud
voice to the four angels, to whom it was given tount the earth and the sea, Saying,
Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the treestill we have sealed the servants of
our God in their foreheads.

Here we see the four winds of the earth that biliegGreat Tribulation are ready
to blow upon the earth. But before they are sgdayahweh first seals His servants in
their foreheads. This brings to memory two thing®ne is how Yahweh protected His
people when He sent the plagues upon Egypt, indugrotecting the first born of all
who believed His word and, therefore, put the Bl@d the slain lamb on their doors
before Yahweh passed over Egypt to destroy allitsteborn.

The other thing it brings to mind is how He prdégt His in the time of the
prophet Ezekiel. Yahweh said, “Cause them that hekarge over the city



[Jerusalem] to draw near, even every man with égrdying weapon in his hand”. But
before He actually told them to, “Slay utterly odehd young, both maids, and little
children, and women”, Yahweh told another angel‘@g through the midst of the city

. and set a mark upon the foreheads of the mensigte and that cry for all the
abominations that be done in the midst thereof.Then, He told the destroying
messengers to not come near any man upon whom dhle was set. (We read this
interesting account in Ezekiel chapter 9.)

So it is that, even though they will often expecie much trouble and persecution
in this world, in times of direct judgment Yahwelvays protects His own servants.
Thus in this chapter in Revelation we will see tjugst before He unleashes the winds of
the Great Tribulation on the earth, just as HeidigEzekiel's time, Yahweh will set a
mark upon the foreheads of His true servants.hildase the mark is called, “the seal of
the living God".

As we will see later on, when we come to the bhthpter of Revelation, this seal
is His name. In fact, we will see that not onlgpsh sealed at the time we read of in this
part of the 7th chapter, but all His servants| mave His name in their foreheads for all
eternity. This is in keeping with Yahshua'’s proanie overcomer: “I will write upon him
the name of my God and the name of the city of mg'G (Rev 3:12)

How wonderful it is to know that Yahweh protects dwn servants whenever He
sends actual judgment upon the earth. We areirtoRfoverbs 22:3 that, “A prudent
man foresees the evil, and hides himself: but the leirppss on, and are punished.” The
prudent man will store up and otherwise preparadlHer the evil times or trouble that
he sees is coming. It is good to prepare forlkesome times when you see them
coming. However, more important than anything esthe preparation of walking with
Yahweh in obedience to His commands while trusitingim to be our ultimate protector
and provider, for He indeed cares for His won.

VERSES 4-8 And | heard the number of them which wre sealed:and there were
sealed an hundredand forty and four thousand of all the tribes of the children of
Israel. Of the tribe of Judah were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Reuben
were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Gadvere sealed twelve thousand. Of
the tribe of Asher were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Nepthalinwere
sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Manassehere sealed twelve thousand. Of
the tribe of Simeonwere sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Lewvere sealed
twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Issachamere sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe
of Zebulon were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Josephere sealed twelve
thousand. Of the tribe of Benjaminwere sealed twelve thousand.

There has been much speculation as to who th€0d4ye. There are those who
teach that these are men born Jewish who will ealemegthe world after the “church” is
taken up to meet Yahshua when He comes immedibé&dtyre the Great Tribulation as
invisible to the rest of the world. | have shobefore that this idea of a pre-tribulation



rapture at some kind of secrete coming of Yahskuaot in line with the facts of the
scripture, but is built upon mere suppositions ¢peerd into the scripture.

There are others, such as the “Jehovah’s Witriessbs say 144,000 are some
special class of leaders who make up that litewatbver and that they are the only ones
that will go to heaven while the rest of the “Wises” remain on earth after the none
“Jehovah Witnesses” are destroyed. | know of mipsoes used by them to actually
prove this. It is just an arbitrary interpretation

Who, then, are the 144,000? We cannot sayamithplete definitiveness, but by
comparing scripture with scripture, | believe wa t& reasonably sure who they are.

Keeping in mind, first of all, that the book of ®éation is highly symbolical in
its meaning, we can get a pretty good idea of wh® 144,000 are, or what they
represent. First, we note that they are seenmbéaven, but upon the earth just before
the “four angles, to whom it was given to hurt dagth and the sea” are allowed to do so.

We see them again in Revelation chapter 14. hiittime they are seen standing
with the Lamb on Mt. Zion. Mt Zion is, of cours#erusalem, or in Jerusalem. Hebrews
12 indicates that Mt. Zion also stands for the “@€htiand the New Jerusalem, which are
the same according to Rev chapter 21. Since tleekGkai, generally translated as
“and”, often also carries the meaning of “even” bHevs 12:22-23 can be read we, “are
come unto mount, evamto the city of the living God, the heavenly 3alam, and to an
innumerable company of angels, to the general ddgesnd congregation of the first
born...."

As previously noted, certainly the New Jerusaleraden in Rev 21 to represent
the Congregation, “the Bride, the Lamb’s wife”. efR21:9) She is seen with 12 gates
each of which has on it the name of one of therii2g of Israel. (Rev 21:12) This
indicates clearly that those who make up the Cayagien are what Paul calls “the Israel
of Yahweh” (Gal. 6:16). They are the true Israebae new man (Eph 2:15) made up of
those who are by natural birth either Jew or Genbilit who in Messiah are “neither Jew
nor Gentile” ( “Jew nor Greek”- Eph 3:28), but @#he newcreation (2 Cor 5:17) just as
the Jerusalem seen in Revelation is the Nerusalem. So, the Bride of Messiah — “the
Church” — in Rev 21 is seen to be made up of thé&rib2s of Israel as the true Israel of
Yahweh.

In chapter 14 The 144,000 are described furtheahase who “follow the Lamb
where so ever He goes.” This certainly descrtbes believers in the Messiah as the
true Congregation, for to be a disciple of Yahsho#éhing we must follow Him. They
are also described there as “redeemed from among e first fruits unto Yahweh and
to the Lamb”. This is certainly a fit descriptiofthe true Congregation. (1 Pet 1:18;
James 1:18)

All of these things taken together seem to clemdntify the 144,000 — twelve
12,000 from each tribe — as the Congregation otheait is the Congregation that will



exit just before the Great Tribulation being séale protect it from the plagues that will
occur at that time. You might well call it the H@ch” militant.  In any case, it is a
representation of the Great Tribulation Congregatd Yahweh — the Congregation of
Yahshua.

Why it is typified as being 144,000Will there literally be 144,000 — as 12,000
from each tribe? Not likely. More likely is thidis number is also figurative.

There were 12 original patriarchs from Seth to Naal his family. And there
were twelve from Shem to Jacob. Also, there witgoatriarchs as the sons of Jacob
(Israel) whose descendents made up the 12 twebestof the nation of Israel. There
were twelve original apostles who were told thaytivould sit on twelve thrones ruling
the twelve tribes of Israel. Someone also notedl, tffhe sun which ‘rules’ the day, and
the moon and stars which ‘govern’ the night, dobgaheir passage through the twelve
signs of the Zodiac which completes the great eiafl the heavens of 360 (12 x 30)
degrees or divisions, and thus govern the yeardn\hcase, 12 is a perfect number and it
is the commonly accepted view among those who stiuel\symbolism of numbers in the
Bible that 12 represents perfect government or-shé.

Why exactly 12,000 from each tribe is not entirelgar. But that it symbolizes
government is fairly certain. But since the Coggiteon of Yahshua is to rule or govern
all nations along with King Yahshua, and sinces ipictured in Rev 21 as having 12 gates
each of which has a name of one of the 12 tribessnbt surprising that the number 12 is
prominently used here. Perhaps the figure 144,60sed to emphasize the fullness and
completeness of the true Congregation. 144,0@0eigerfect number 12 multiplied by
the perfect number 12, thus, designating complsterend then, multiplied by 1000 to
give it magnitude. (It is interesting that thember 144,000 is also significant in some
New Age religious movements.)

What the exact significance of the number 144,806annot be said. Yet the
explanations given above of 12 being a perfect mumiepresentative of Yahweh's
government, and this number being multiplied bysife that government is made up
from the twelve tribes of Israel (which the Congaegn is represented as) and then that
being multiplied by 1000 (which is a number useglaces to indicate magnitude) seems
to me to be the best explanation. What is rathesr is that this 144,000 in chapter 7,
and further described in chapter 14, are the reddenom the earth and are those who
make up the New Jerusalem or Bride of the Lamb,Gtiagregation, as it will exist on
earth during the Great Tribulation period.

One final note on this section is that the tridleDan and Ephraim are not
included in the 144,000. The Ephraim’'s father'snaa “Joseph” - is found in place of
his name. Why Dan is not included is not cleanm& ancient commentators theorized
that it was because the Anti-Christ would come @uban. Another, more likely, reason
is because Dan was one of the first of the trilmegd into idolatry and was small in
number, and may have combined with Naphtali. Tha is not mentioned is clear, but
the why is not. So we best just note the omisaimhleave it at that.



VERSES 9-17 After this | beheld, and, lo, a greamultitude, which no man could

number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, rd tongues, stood before the
throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white roles, and palms in their hands;
And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to ar God which sitteth upon the

throne, and unto the Lamb. And all the angels stabround about the throne, and

about the elders and the four beasts, and fell before éhthrone on their faces, and
worshipped Yahweh, saying, Amen: Blessing, and glpr and wisdom, and

thanksgiving, and honor, and power, and mightpe unto our God for ever and ever.

Amen. And one of the elders answered, saying untoe, What are these which are
arrayed in white robes? and whence came they? 14 An said unto him, Sir, thou

knowest. And he said to me, These are they whichroa out of the great tribulation,

and have washed their robes, and made them white ithe blood of the Lamb.

15 Therefore are they before the throne of Yahwehand serve him day and night in
his temple: and he that sitteth on the throne shaklwell among them. 16 They shall
hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither slall the sun light on them, nor

any heat. 17 For the Lamb which is in the midst othe throne shall feed them, and
shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: ad Yahweh shall wipe away all
tears from their eyes.

Here we see what at first appears to be anothieremt group of people.
However, on closer examination we may conclude they are not an entirely different
group, but rather a different representation ofd@ime group. Let’s consider the matter
of who they are.

Reading this section of scripture does not give ithpression that this group is
symbolical, as those in the section just precetiigseem to be. They are described as
“a great multitude, which no man could number, lbhations, and kindreds, and people,
and tongues.” Therefore, they would include soroenfboth the many Gentile nations
as well as some from the nation of Israel. THey aame out of the Great Tribulation.
(The KJV mistakenly leaves out the definite artithe”.)

In reviewing the matter of the 144,000 from thetisa just before this, we clearly
indentified them with the Congregation. We saw tihe Bride the Lamb’s wife (which
is the Congregation and is called “the Israel ofiwdah” in Gal 6:16”) is seen to have the
names of the twelve tribes of Israel when represkals the New Jerusalem, just as the
144,000 do as seen in the first part of this chrapt&Ve also saw that the 144,000 have
His name (“the seal of the Living God”) on theirdbeads. The 144,000 are called “the
servants of our God” (in verse 3). They are spakeas “redeemed from the earth -the
first fruits to Yahweh and the Lamb”, and as foliogvthe Lamb where ever He goes.
Taken together, and individually, these things riyementify them as being Yahshua'’s
Congregation. Yet they seem to be the Congregatiomolized. They are spoken of by
a number that symbolizes government.

That the 144,000 will be in the Great Tribulatisrnclear from the fact that they
are sealed before the winds of trouble are perthitteblow. Also we read in chapter 9:4



of a command given during that time to hurt, “otilpse men which have not the seal of
Yahweh in their forehead”, showing that the onasstbealed are still here during this
tribulation plague, but protected from it. Sorepeat that, the 144,000 clearly seems
clearly to represent the Congregation as she existzarth during the Great Tribulation.

When we come to consider this great multitude @e they are not here seen to
be in the earth during the tribulation, but arensé#e Yahweh's presence. They are
“pefore the throne of Yahweh, and serve Him day migtit in His temple.” They are
called those “which came out of the Great Tribolatand have washed their robes, and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” Thi§,course, identifies them as also
being the Congregation. Furthermore, they are ddivants just as the 144,000 are.
When we come to chapter 22 we will see that asskligants they have the same seal in
their foreheads as was said to be put upon thédads of the 144,000.

Considering these things, | believe there is mugason to believe they and the
144,000 are the same group. The 144,000 aadyctbose who follow Yahshua during
the Great Tribulation. They are clearly His Comgiton as it exists on earth during that
time, but are represented in symbolism as 12,0@obeach of the 12 twelve tribes of
Israel. The great multitude is also His Congtiega but now glorified. It is now
spoken of in literal terms, being His Congregatmiter it comes out of the Great
Tribulation.  So, it is my conclusion that, sinbeth groups are clearly Yahshua’'s
Congregation, the first section of this chapter nerely representing Yahshua's
Congregation symbolically as she is seen on eartimgl that time of great trouble and
the other is representing her in literal termstas is seen after having come out of that
time of trouble.

I know that those who teach the false theory @ftpibulation rapture say the
144,000 in this chapter are 144,000 Jewish evatgdhat go forth to preach the gospel
during the Great Tribulation, after the “Church”shheen taken out. They, then,
apparently do wonders in bringing to salvation aagrmultitude which no man can
number, even after (what they consider) the rest@ipower of the Holy Spirit in the
“Church” has been taken out. Under that theogy 144,000 are 12,000 literal natural
born Jews out of each of the twelve tribes. Tigeeat evangelistic work, under that
theory, accounts for the great multitude savednduttie great tribulation.

The problems with this are manifold. First, the-fribulation rapture theory is
plainly false. Second, the scriptures indicatet thiace Yahshua returns, the door is
closed, as, for instance, in the parable of theviggns and their lamps. Also, since they
teach that the Holy Spirit in the “Church” is thewer that now restrains, or keeps back
the appearance of the man of sin (the beast ofl&ewe 13), it makes no sense that after
the “Church”, and, thereby, this restraining poweremoved there would be so much
power that during the short period called the Grigdiulation a great multitude that no
man could number would be saved.

If most people reject Messiah now while theretilsred beast power commanding
their death if they do not take his mark (whichwitt read about later), how is it that so



many who did not accept Him prior to that time g#it saved after the Holy Spirit in the
Congregation is taken out? The Bible even shg$ when the man of sin appears
Yahweh will send strong delusion to those who haidanlove of the truth that they might
believe a lie. How then will they end up beconsaged.

No, even though it would give a nice, fancifulirgretation to this whole chapter,
there is absolutely no real scriptural evidencetha theory held by the pre-tribulation
rapture teachers, but clear evidence againstat, a§ain | affirm that both these groups
seen in Revelation 7 are the same entity.

In the first case we have the Congregation orhdagfore she enters the Great
Tribulation. There, as being the Israel of Yahwshe is identified as such. And as
being here portrayed as such, as His people aykipgéstly nation, she is symbolized by
the number of 144,000, thereby, portraying heren doverning role, even as later on in
Revelation she is seen as the New Jerusalem, tthéhat will rule the entire earth, and
seen with the twelve names of the twelve tribelsiael on her gates.

In the last case we have the same entity — the@gation — seen literally as the
great multitude that no man could number. But rebw is no longer existing on earth
before the Great Tribulation, but now in the preseof Yahweh after that time of trouble
and great testing is over.

So, | repeat, it is two representations of thees@ongregation, one in symbolical
representation on earth before the Great Tribulatmd the other in literal representation
after the Great Tribulation, thereby, showing twifedent phases of her existence. This
we conclude especially by the fact that both grdugge various identifying features that
are true only of the true Congregation of Yahshua.



