THE SABBATH DAY

[l mportant Preliminary Remarkg

A growing number of people are coming to learn why it is that in most English translations of the Bible
many times we find the terms “the LORD” and “GOD” printed with all capitals, as seen here, while in
other instances we find these titles printed with only the first letters capitalized, as “Lord”, “the Lord”, and
“God”. In these later instances such titles are being used as translations of Hebrew (or Greek) terms which
basically mean what we mean by these English terms. However, in the nearly 7,000 instances in which we
find these titles printed as “the LORD” and “GOD” these are not translations of any Hebrew (or Greek)
terms meaning “Lord” or “God”. They are merely substitutions for the Creator’s personal name as He
made it known to His people, by which name, He said to Moses, He wants to remembered forever. (EX.
3:15) This name, as brought over into English by the vast majority of scholars, is “Yahweh”. When we
read Isaiah 42:8 with this name restored, instead of, “I am the LORD that is my name...” (as in the King
James, etc.) we read, “I am Yahweh, that is my name...”. The translators of the 1901 American Standard
Version sought to restore this name in the Bible. However, they used “Jehovah”, which has since come to
be known to be erroneous, as most dictionaries and encyclopedia’ s now state. There are a fair number of
translations that do have this name in the places it exists in the Hebrew scriptures. Two such are
Rotherhanm’ s Emphasized Bible and The Jerusalem Bible. My purpose here is to inform the reader not
already familiar with His name that when | print Y ahweh” | am referring to our Creator.

| also use the Savior's name as given to Him at His birth. Asall Bible scholars know that name is the same
as the one familiar to us as “Joshua’. In Hebrew there is no “J’, but a “Y” instead. Also, thorough
investigation shows that the first vowel was then pronounced as “ah” (not “eh” as in Modern Hebrew). We
write that name as “Y ahshua’, meaning “Y ahweh-Savior”. Thus, in this writing “Yahshua” is used of our
Savior, who is commonly called “ Jesus’ *

INTRODUCTION

In Isaiah 58:13 Y ahweh, our God, calls the Sabbath day, “My holy day.” The question
we do well to ask is this: Is the Sabbath still His “holy day”, or has He now set it aside?
Has He replaced it with some other day? Note that He speaks of His holy day — not
merely of aprinciple of keeping just any day of personal, or the church’s, choice as a day
of rest and special worship.

When | was twelve years old, as a believer in Y ahshua the Messiah, | became introduced
to the idea that the seventh day of the week, Saturday?, is the Sabbath day spoken of in
the Ten Commandments. When | asked my fundamentalist pastor about this matter he
agreed that the seventh day of the week is indeed the Sabbath day, and that Saturday, not
Sunday, is the seventh day of the week. However, when | asked him why we did not,
therefore, keep it as the Sabbath day, he replied that, because we are New Testament
believers and are not under the law, we do not keep any day as a Sabbath. He said we

! Anyone wanting to learn more on the matter of the name of Y ahweh (why it became removed in the
process of translation, the importance He puts upon His people knowing and using His name, etc.) is
invited to contact us for free information on the Creator’s True Name.

2 Strictly speaking, it is from Friday sunset until Saturday sunset.



merely meet on Sunday, the first day of the week, to commemorate and honor Christ’'s
resurrection.

For many years | accepted this commonly used explanation. In my teen years, using
verses from the “New Testament”, | argued strongly against theidea that we
should still keep the Sabbath Day (even in meetings of Sabbath-keeping ministers).

After studying for the ministry, while working in ministerial capacities, | continued in my
stand against keeping any day holy.

It was not until | began to realize that some of the other things | had been taught were
wrong, and began to pray to be led into all truth and kept from all error, that any change
in this point of view took place. After having been shown many things by the leading of
the Holy Spirit (over a period of years) at one point nothing new was coming. So |
began to fast and pray to be shown if there was anything else that | needed to see. It was
during this time of my fasting and praying about this matter that the Holy Spirit spoke to
my mother (who was living in another state and had no idea what | was doing along this
line). Hetold her to send me a tract that related to this matter of the Sabbath. “And”, He
said to her, “you’ll see that Robert will accept this also.”

Although that tract in itself did not convince me, it did get me to re-thinking and praying
about the Sabbath. At that time | was aso working as a mailman. While still fasting, and
walking my mail route, | was thinking and praying about this when it suddenly occurred
to me that when it comes to the subject of the Sabbath day it really doesn’'t matter
whether we are still required to keep the law, or not. | began to see that the institution of
Sabbath as a blessed and holy day came long before the Law of Moses was even given.
It went all the way back to the time of creation, long before the law was given through
Moses (and even before the fall of man and the entrance of sin into the world).

| could see that it was just like the matter of tithing. As awritten law, tithing began under
the Law of Moses. However, as a principle of righteousness it was known long before
the written law was given. In like manner the knowledge of the Sabbath day, and its
gpecia place in the order established by Yahweh in the beginning of time, was aso
known before the written law. Although the writings of the apostles to the early church
say nothing to the effect that New Testament believers are to tithe, most churches teach
that we should give tithes and offerings.

By the same token, as | came to see, even though the apostles writings do not repeat the
actual command to “Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy...”, this does not mean
the institution of the Sabbath day was annulled. In fact, believers, like Timothy,* were
told to study the scriptures (which at that time were primarily the “Old Testament”

3 Actually the “New Testament”, or “New Covenant”, is not that part of the Bible that men have put atitle
page in front of, calling it, “The New Testament”. It , in fact, is not any collection of books written to
replacetheold rules. The “New Testament”, or “New Covenant”, is Y ahweh’swork of (1) forgiving our
sins, and of (2) writing His laws in our hearts and minds by the Holy Spirit, as was promised in Jeremiah
31:33 and Ezekiel 36:26,27.

“11 Tim. 2:15



writings). If they did this they would clearly read of the Sabbath day and its sacredness.
Timothy was told that, “All scripture is given by inspiration of Y ahweh, and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness. that the man of
God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”® The scriptures being
referred to here were those of which Paul said to Timothy, “from a child you have
known.” So, | repeat, he is plainly talking about the “Old Testament” which clearly
teaches to keep the Sabbath Day holy.

As| entered into this new understanding and began to attempt to

keep holy that which Yahweh had made holy in the beginning, He confirmed this stand
by giving me avision. | will not relate the actual vision here, but the gist of it was that |
was being shown that my keeping His day Holy was to me evidence that | was one of
what, in the vision, He called “lIsraglites indeed.”

It is very clear from areading of what is called the “Old Testament” that when all nations
of the earth had turned away from the worship of Yahweh, the true Creator, unto
demonically inspired gods of their own making, Yahweh called Abraham out of the
nations in order to make out of him and his seed a people who would be His specia
people. Later on, He made a covenant, or agreement, with Abraham’'s physical
descendents that if they would keep His commandments, statutes and ordinances —
worshiping and serving Him only — He would be their God and they would be His
people. He promised He would then bless them above all peoples of the earth and would
make them “a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.”® He specifically mentioned that He
gave them His Sabbaths as a sign of their relationship together. Their keeping the
Sabbath Day would show that He - Yahweh, the Creator of heaven and earth who gave
that day in the beginning - was their God and they were His people.” Thus the keeping of
the Sabbath is integrally tied in with the worship of Yahweh, for it honors Him as the one
and only true God, the Creator of heaven and earth.

Although Isradl failed to keep Yahweh's covenant, but turned away unto the worship of
false gods so that He allowed their enemies to prevail against them and take them away
into bondage, He promised He would one day restore them to their own land. He
promised to make a new covenant - a new agreement (or “testament”) - with them. He
promised that this time, instead of again writing His law upon tables of stone (where it
only served to show their sinfulness, and condemn them to death), He would write His
law upon their hearts by putting His Spirit (the Holy Spirit) within them. He promised
that they would then indeed be His people, and He would be their God.®2 Thus He
promised that He Himself would raise them up again as a people who would be faithful
unto Him by His work in them. This is the promise of the New Covenant, or New
Testament. It is not a promise of eliminating His law, but of forgiving “their sins and
iniquities’ and writing His law “in their hearts.”

511 Tim 3:16,17

6 Exodus 19:6

" Exodus 31:13-17; Ezekiel 20:12

8 Jeremiah 31:31-33; Ezekiel 36:24-28



However, this promise was made only to those people. The New Covenant (or New
Testament) was to be made “with the house of Isragl, and with the house of Judah.”® It
was not promised to be made with the Gentiles (Heb. “goyim”, meaning the “nations”).
How then do the Gentiles, those who are not the natural seed of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob, get in on this New Covenant? A study of the writings of the apostles, especially of
the apostle Paul, shows that it is by their being joined to Isragl through union with
Yahshua the Messiah, the King of the Jews, that the Gentiles come into the New
Covenant promised to Isragl. It is by being grafted, as wild olive branches, into the tame
olive tree (which symbolizes Isragl) that Gentile believers now become part of His
people’®. Thus the apostle Paul in writing to the Galatian believers, who were Gentiles
by nature, uses the term “the Isragl of God” as an obvious reference to all who are new
creatures in Y ahshua the Messiah. ™

If Yahweh intended that the keeping of His Sabbaths would continue to be a sign of who
are His people, as | expect to show to be the case, then doing so would indeed be a sign
that one is an “Israelite indeed”. In this connection it is interesting to note that the saints
are described twice in the book of Revelation as being those that, “keep the
commandments of God and have the faith of Y ahshua the Messiah” or “the testimony of
Yahshua”*? These are the marks of His people in the last days.

The scriptures are clear as to what is meant by “the commandments of God.” As we read
in Matthew 19:17, when talking to the rich young ruler, Yahshua said, “If you would
enter into life, keep the commandments.”  When that young man asked “Which?’,
Y ahshua began quoting to him from the Ten Commandments.

We read in Matthew 7: 22,23, “Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done
many wonderful works? And then will | profess unto them, | never knew you: depart
from me, ye that work iniquity.” The literal Greek for “ye that work iniquity” is “you
lawless ones.” So then, when we all stand before His judgement seat there will be
“many” who will think they had served Him in miraculous feats in their lifetime whom
He will reject because of their lawlessness — because of their setting aside of His law to
do it their own way.

| don’'t want to be misunderstood. I’'m not saying that everyone who is not keeping the
Sabbath day is, therefore, automatically lost. There is much confusion of doctrine in the
Christian world due to error that was brought in early on, shortly after the death of (and
some even during the lifetime of) the original apostles. (By its very existence,
denominationalism clearly demonstrates there is confusion among professed believers as
to what is truth.) Therefore, a person can be in error, but still have a heart of wanting to
obey Yahweh. People can be in error and still be His people. If that were not so He
would not say, “come out of her my people” in Revelation 18:4 when speaking of coming

% Jeremiah 31:31a

10 See Romans 11:24, and request the free audio tape “Who Is A True Jew?” .
M Galatians 6:15,16

12 Revelation 12:17; 14:12



out of what Revelation 17:5 calls “MYSTERY BABYLON THE GREAT, THE
MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.”

“Babylon” means “confusion”, and from “Mystery Babylon The Great” much confusion
has come even to those who want to follow the Lamb. However, when truth is brought to

our atention we become accountable for what we do about it. Our response to it

becomes an evidence of whether we are truly submitted to His Lordship or not. Only He
knows what isin our hearts. Therefore, we are not to judge others as to what they really
see or don't see when a matter is presented to them. He alone knows whether a person is

honestly, seriously considering a matter with a desire to obey, and follow Him at all cost,

which is a mark of true discipleship.® So, | repeat, we cannot judge others in such a
matter. We must accept a person’s profession of faith, and of their desire to follow Him

to the best of their knowledge, except as we see other, clear evidence to the contrary
(such as disobedience in issues upon which there is generally no room for argument, such
as adultery, drunkenness, etc.).

On the other hand, this is not to say the evidence for the Sabbath is not clear. As| expect
to show, the Bible teaching about the Sabbath is very clear. It is merely that the issue has
become so clouded over and hidden through many centuries of false practice and
teaching in the professed Christian church as a whole, that there is more room for the
possibility that those who do not accept it could be doing so with real honesty of heart. |
believe this was my own case for many years. However, those ministers and parishioners
who do not really want to see the truth of this (or any other) matter, but who rationalize
their way out of it for personal advantage, are in danger of denying His actual Lordship
in their lives while till calling Him “Lord, Lord.” | personaly, firmly believe that before
our Savior soon returns His people will again have the Sabbath as one of the signs that
they are just that — His true people. | say “one of the signs’, because it is obvious that
one can keep the Sabbath (even going overboard in the how of doing so, as did the
Pharisees of Yahshua's days on earth), and yet not be one of His own. “Nevertheless the
foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal: Yahweh knoweth them that are his.
And, Let every one that nameth the name of Messiah depart from iniquity.” (2 Tim.2:19
wherein “iniquity” —Greek “adikia’- here means unrighteousness or “unright” ways.)

One thing is for sure: He is coming for a bride who has made herself ready, one clothed
with “fine linen clean and white’, which is “’the righteousness of the saints”'* He is
coming for a bride who will have “not spot or wrinkle, or any such thing'>. How can you
be part of that bride who will exist as spotless at His coming if you are not walking in His
commandments? Weread in | John 5: 3 “For thisis the love of Yahweh, that we keep his
commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.”

Those commandments have never changed, for the Holy Spirit speaking through David
said in Psalm 119:152, “ Concerning thy testimonies, | have known of old that thou hast

13 Matthew 10:38-39: Luke 14:26; et al.
1 Revelation 19:7,8
15> Ephesians 5:27



founded them for ever.”  Again, he said in verse 160, “Thy word is true from the
beginning: and every one of thy righteous judgments endureth forever.” Our Lord
Y ahshua Himself said in Matthew 5: 18-20, “For verily 1 say unto you, Till heaven and
earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.
Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men
so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and
teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For | say unto you
that except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and
Pharisees, you shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.”

As | continue this writing, first, | will seek to show from the scriptures that Y ahweh
wants His people to keep His “holy day” — that the Sabbath is still a sign between Him
and His people.

| will not deal with the writings of the so-called, early church fathers. There is absolutely
no safety in depending on their writings. First of all, they do not agree on everything
even among themselves. This shows that error had crept in (for if it had not they would
al still have been seeing eyeto eye). Not only is this true, but the writings of the original
apostles (including Paul) show that apostasy was well on its way even in their own day,
which was well before the writings of the so-called church fathers.!® Therefore, any
writings after those of the inspired apostles must be carefully tested by the scriptures. In
fact, even the writings of the apostles had to agree with the law and the prophets, for it is
written in Isaiah 8:20, “To the law and to the testimony; if they speak not according to
this word, it is because there is no light in them.” The apostles often referred to the
scriptures (the law and the prophets) in supporting their own teachings. Let's stand by
His word no matter who they are that oppose us. NoO man, no matter how great he
appears to be, and no matter how many follow him, is above the word of Yahweh. As
important as true teachers are in the body of Messiah, no man is our ultimate teacher.
This is what John meant when he said in | John 2:27, “But the anointing which ye have
received of him abides in you, and ye need not that any man teach you but ...the

same anointing teaches you of all things, and istruth ....”

If we were dealing directly with the matter of church history, it could be shown that
some were still keeping the Sabbath even as late as the time of Constantine (c. 325 A.D.).
Otherwise there would have been no need to forbid the keeping of it, and to command the
keeping of Sunday instead, as happened then. They who did keep the Sabbath were
considered Judaizers and heretics by those in power. Yet only the word of Yahweh, not
the opinions of men who wrote after the time of the apostles directly commissioned by
Y ahshua, can show who are the rea heretics and who are the true followers of the Lamb.
Let us look together at what that word plainly shows us. Then, I'll answer objections by
examining those (obscure) scriptures that have been twisted in their meaning and/or
application to justify doing other than what the plain, clear scriptures show on this matter.

16 See Acts 20:28-30; |1 Thess.4:7;11 Tim. 4:1-4; 11 Pet 2:1 (note “among you”, i.e, among the people to
whom he was then writing); | John 2:18,19; 11 John 7; and Jude3,4.



THE PLAIN TEACHING OF THE SCRIPTURES

There is a great deal that could be said about the relationship of the law and grace, and
related subjects. This is misunderstood by many on both sides of the issue. Some have
made grace into a dippery dope of permissiveness that provides comfort for those who
live in a careless, worldly manner. Others have become legalistic to the point of making
salvation depend upon keeping the letter of the law. Both are preaching a gospel other
than that taught by our Lord and His apostles. Both groups put their adherents in great
danger. It is important to get a right understanding of what the Bible teaches about the
relationship of the believer to the law of Y ahweh and the righteousness taught therein.

It is certainly important to understand that salvation is not by the works of the law.
Salvation is by true faith in Messiah’s death for our sins, burial and resurrection, which
faith (in the light of being crucified and risen together with Him) involves a total
commitment of one's life. Thisis to be done through that method taught by the apostles:
by being buried with Him (in water) for the remission of sinsin His name, that you might
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit (as the living Messiah coming to indwell and direct
your life).l” If one truly follows this pathway, by continuing to accept what was
proclaimed by immersion in His name - our own death to sin and self, and our having a
totally new life in which we are to be increasing in the knowledge of Yahweh and His
word - he will not miss the way. Such a person will continually be “accepted in the
beloved.”*®

By walking in the light - the light of the gospel and “of the knowledge of the glory of
Y ahweh in the face of Yahshua the Messiah” - you can be certain that “the blood of
Y ahshua the Messiah, Yahweh's Son, is cleansing” you “from all unrighteousness.” °We
are covered by His blood as we “walk in the light as He isin the light.”?° Walking in the
light includes an earnest, honest desire to see and walk in the truth, whatever we find that
to be, and whatever the cost of waking in it. This is clearly taught in the Bible as the
way of the true faith.

The law serves to show man his sin, and, therefore, his need of a Savior. It shows him
that his own life is not acceptable by Yahweh. The gospel tells him how to give up that
life of sin and get a brand new life of righteousness in Messiah by the Holy Spirit
(because of the sacrifice of Yahweh's only begotten Son to pay for our sins, and His
resurrection from the dead). It tells us that by coming into Messiah we become accepted
by Yahweh. But it also teaches “us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live
soberly, righteously and godly in this present evil world” while looking for His coming in
glory.?* The law is like a mirror to show us our sinfulness. Then, the gospel shows us
how to get forgiveness and deliverance from it by faith in Messiah.

7 Acts 2:38,39; Rom. 6: 1-5; et al.

18 Ephesians 1:6

;2 Il Cor. 4:6; | John 1:7 (all verbsin | John 1:7 being present tense in the Greek manuscripts).
ibid.

2! Titus 2:11-13



How the Ten Commandments relate to the Law of Moses, and what place that law has in
the life of the Gentile and the Jewish believer, etc., though having some bearing on the
matter of the Sabbath day are really separate subjects. It is important that we understand
these matters. However, knowing the truth about the Sabbath does not depend on how
we understand them. As | have mentioned, and shall show from a plain and smple
examination of scripture, the institution of the Sabbath preceded the giving of the law,
and keeping it holy is a sign of worshipping the true Creator, Yahweh. So let’s begin our
examination of the scriptures.

MARK 2:27,28
We will begin with an examination of Y ahshua's words as recorded in Mark 2:27,28:

“And he said unto them, The Sabbath was made for man,
and not man for the Sabbath.
Therefore the Son of man is Lord also of the Sabbath.”

Here let us note three things pertaining to our subject: (1) the Sabbath was made, (2) it
was made for, i.e., to benefit, man, and (3) Yahshua is the Lord of the Sabbath; it is His
day. Let'sexamine this further.

Firgt, “the Sabbath was made.” When, and how, was the Sabbath made? Scripture shows
it was made by Yahweh resting for a complete day after taking six days to create the
heaven and earth and all things that are therein. He did so in the presence of man, whom
He had created on the sixth day, in order to set a pattern for man. He set this pattern for
man to follow so that man would know to work six days, but to take a break and rest
every seventh day. However, the account shows that He not only established the
principle of resting one day out of every seven, but also the order of doing this on that
one particular day, the seventh day. That day was made holy. That is to say, it was set
apart as dedicated specifically to Yahweh. It was given to be a day devoted to His
worship and to remembering Him and His creative power. It is easy to see that Satan
(“ha satan” in Hebrew, meaning “the Adversary”, from which the term “Satan” comes)
would seek to draw men away from keeping such a day, a day that commemorates
Y ahweh’ s creative power.

The account of the making of this day, and of the setting it apart from all other days of
the week, isfound in Genesis 2:1-3:

“ Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on
the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the
seventh day from all his work which he had made. And God blessed the seventh
day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from al his work which God
created and made.”

So the plain teaching of the Bible is that the Sabbath day was made, was blessed, and was
sanctified, or made holy, i.e., set apart for rest and sacred use, in the very beginning of



time, right after the creation of man, long before the law of Moses.

Adam was there. It was made for him, i.e., for his benefit. There can be no reasonable
doubt whatsoever that before they fell, and no doubt even after they fell, that mankind
(Adam and Eve) would have kept holy what Y ahweh, their God, had blessed and made
holy. To do otherwise would be the height of open rebellion. Even though man had
fallen, it took a while before the human race came to such open rebellion. This
knowledge of Yahweh's creation, including the matter of the Sabbath day would
certainly have been passed on to other generations.

That this order of a seven-day week became a fixed matter before mankind turned
completely away from the worship of Yahweh is clear from its existence in ancient
society in that part of the world around which Bible events centered. We see an
indication of the existence of the seven-day week pattern in the time of Noah. In Genesis
8:12 we read that when the dove came back to the ark, after Noah sent it out at the end of
the great flood, he waited seven days before sending it out again. Thisis an indication of
the seven-day week. We see from other parts of the Bible that the seven-day week was
an established order in biblical times.

There are many things in the Law of Moses, which, though written there, did not have
their beginning with the law. Those principles of righteousness found codified in the
letter of the law actually existed before they were put into written legal form. They go
back to the knowledge that man must have received in the very beginning. One example
of thisistithing. It is clear that Abraham, and Jacob knew that to tithe was the correct
order of things.2

Another example of a principle of righteous conduct that is found in the law, but aso
found existing before the law was given, is that a man should raise up children unto
his brother’s name if his brother died before having children. The law put this into
codified form, but the principle existed long before the law was given. We see thisin the
account of Onan in Genesis 38:8-10. Judah following this principle told his son Onan to
marry his brother Er's widow to “raise up seed to your brother.” Because the child thus
born would bear his dead brother’ s name rather than his own, Onan “spilled” his seed “on
the ground”. The result was that Y ahweh killed Onan.

Those who claim the keeping of the Sabbath did not begin until it was given to the
children of Israel under the law show ignorance, or disregard, of the actual facts. As we
have seen, (1) the Sabbath was made for man, that is, to benefit man, (2) it was made in
the beginning of human history, and (3) it was at that time blessed and made holy, that is,
set apart for sacred use.  To say that Y ahweh made the Sabbath for man — for humanity’s
benefit — yet did not give it to man in the beginning, but kept it hidden until giving it to a
small segment of humanity, the nation of Isragl, 2500 years later is totaly ridiculous.
Clearly, plainly, Yahweh would not have made it for man, blessed it, and made it holy in

22 Genesis 14:20 and 28:22



the beginning, but, then, have waited till some 2500 years or so to give it to man, and
then only to a small segment of humanity.

The account of creation is very clear on this matter. So also is the experience of the
children of Isragl in the wilderness when the manna began to fall from heaven, which was
about a month before the law was given at Mt. Sinai.

The manna fell only six days. The people were told to gather each day only what they
could use on that day. If they gathered more and tried to keep it overnight, it bred worms
and stank. However, on the sixth day they gathered twice as much so they would
not have to go out and gather on the Sabbath day. In this case it did not breed worms or
stink. In fact, the people appeared to know that they should gather twice as much on the
sixth day even before Moses had told them what Y ahweh had said to Him about it. This
is seen from the fact that when the people did this the rulers of the people went to Moses
to report that they had done so. Moses, who had heard from Y ahweh on the matter, then
told them that this was in accord with what Y ahweh had said unto him (which apparently
he had not yet passed on to them up to that point). Thus we see, that they kept the
Sabbath before the actua giving of the law.

The point of all thisis that whether you understand and accept the great value of the law,
and its perpetuity as pertains to the principles of righteousness taught in it, or not,
nevertheless, it should now be clear to you that the Sabbath was made, blessed, and
sanctified in the very beginning, long before the law of Moses was given. Therefore, the
responsibility to treat it as a holy day does not depend on the law as such.  So, unless
Y ahweh has shown that He has removed its blessedness and sacredness, it should still be
observed as a blessed and holy day.

EXODUS 20:8-11

We now come to the matter of the Sabbath commandment as given in the Ten
Commandments. | have a biblical study in which | show that, although they were
incorporated into the Law of Moses, the Ten Commandments are separate and
distinguishable from the Law of Moses. | hope to get this put into printed form. For
now we will just look at the fourth commandment as given in Exodus 20:8-11. Here we
read these words spoken by Y ahweh, and written by His own “finger” on tables of stone:

“ Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labor, and do
al thy work: But the seventh day is the Sabbath of Y ahweh thy God: in it thou
shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor
thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates. For in six
days Y ahweh made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested
the seventh day: wherefore Y ahweh blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it.”

First, we see that the command was to_remember the Sabbath day to keep it, that is that

particular day of the week, holy. Next, He spells out clearly which day it is: “the seventh
day’. The command is not, as some imply, a command to keep one day out of every
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seven holy, any day of your choice or of the choice of “the church”, but specifically “the
seventh day”. This would be a continuum from creation. Each seventh day as it arrives
serves as a memorial marker of His creative acts. We have to go back no further than the
time of the Savior on earth to know which day that is. He certainly knew which day that
was, and would have straightened the Jewish leaders out if they were keeping the wrong
day. That He didn’'t do. He kept the same day as the Pharisees, even though He did not
keep it in the way they expected. That day is the same one that came down from
creation, and is the same one kept in modern Judaism yet today. There can be no honest
guestion about this among informed people. It is the day that Yahweh made by Himself
resting for aday after six days of creating.

This leads to the final point: the reason for keeping the Sabbath holy. The primary reason
as given in this account is, “for” (or “because”) “in six days Y ahweh made heaven and
earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day, wherefore Yahweh
blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it.” In other words, once again we see that the
reason for remembering to keep it holy goes al the way back to the beginning, and is
founded in the fact that Y ahweh blessed that particular day and made it, the seventh day
of the week, holy. With all the complications that exist in our modern times, it is still our
responsibility to seek to keep holy what He made holy (and to ask forgiveness wherein
we fail while honestly trying).

(The account of this commandment in Deuteronomy chapter 5 appears to be either
Moses own, inspired commentary on the matter, or some additional words spoken by
Yahweh when speaking the commandment, because in verse 12 he says “Keep the
Sabbath day to sanctify it, as Yahweh thy God has commanded you.” He then
emphasi zes the humanitarian, sociological aspect of the Sabbath day by relating it to their
own period of bondage in Egypt, during which time they most likely were not permitted
to rest in the keeping of the Sabbath day. The Sabbath Day fills not only very important
individual spiritual and physical needs, but an important sociological need as well.)

EXODUS 31:13,17

| have aready referred to this passage of scripture. Here we see that the Sabbath
becomes a sign between Y ahweh and the people whom He sanctifies, or sets apart, unto
Himself. When we observe Y ahweh's Sabbaths, “it”, that is, the Sabbath day, “is a sign
between” us and Him that we are His people. By keeping holy that which He made holy
in the beginning, as a memoria of His Creation, we make it clear whom it is that we
worship and serve.

| SAIAH 56:1-8

1 Thus saith Yahweh, Keep ye judgment, and do justice: for my salvation is near to
come, and my righteousnessto be revealed.

2 Blessed is the man that doeth this, and the son of man that layeth hold on it; that
keepeth the Sabbath from polluting it, and keepeth his hand from doing any evil.

3 Neither let the son of the stranger, that hath joined himself to Yahweh, speak, saying,
Y ahweh hath utterly separated me from his people: neither let the eunuch say, Behold, |
am adry tree.
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4 For thus saith Yahweh unto the eunuchs that keep my Sabbaths, and choose the things
that please me, and take hold of my covenant;

5 Even unto them will | give in mine house and within my walls a place and a name
better than of sons and of daughters: | will give them an everlasting name, that shall not
be cut off.

6 Also the sons of the stranger, that join themselves to Y ahweh, to serve him, and to love
the name of Yahweh, to be his servants, every one that keepeth the Sabbath from
polluting it, and taketh hold of my covenant;

7 Even them will | bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of
prayer: their burnt offerings and their sacrifices shall be accepted upon mine altar; for
mine house shall be called an house of prayer for al people.

8 The Lord Yahweh, which gathereth the outcasts of Isradl, saith, Yet will | gather others
to him, beside those that are gathered unto him.

This passage is clearly talking about something other than the nation of Isragl under the
Law of Moses. It is prophetically speaking of the time when Y ahweh's salvation was to
come and His righteousness to be revealed. His righteousness, “the righteousness of
Yahweh”, is described in Romans 10:3. Also Romans 1:17 in referring to the gospel
says, “For therein is the righteousness of Yahweh revealed from faith to faith: as it is
written, The just shal live by faith.” As the entire book of Romans reveds, it is that
righteousness which comes by faith in Yahshua the Messiah and the gospel. So we see
very clearly, by comparing scripture with scripture, that in this prophecy (of Isaiah 56:1-
8) Yahweh is speaking of athen future time, the time of the gospel age which has already
begun and will continue until salvation’s work is completed.

Here we find “the son of the stranger” mentioned. This term is not referring to a
proselyte (one who becomes a direct member of the congregation of Isragl as a national,
natural people) but to one who is still a goyim, i.e, a gentile.  We also read of the
eunuch. According to the general understanding of Deut. 23:1 (including the Septuagint
trandation of that passage) the eunuch was forbidden by law to be given entrance into the
congregation of Yahweh, that is, into physical Israel. Yet in this passage Yahweh is
saying the time would come when both the son of the stranger, or Gentile, and the
eunuch, who takes hold of His covenant to love His name, and “keeps the Sabbath from
polluting it”, would be highly accepted by Him. He promises them a place, and a name,
even better than of “sons and daughters’, i.e., better than the merely physical Israglites.

This passage is highly meaningful, and very important, when taken in the light of other
scriptures. In its ultimate fulfillment it is no doubt talking about what will occur at the
time of Yahshua's visible kingdom on earth, during “the millennium”, just as the
promises of the new covenant in Jeremiah 31:31 and Ezekiel 36:24 are. However,
whether Jew or Gentile, we believe we are already recipients of the promised new
covenant, as akind of first fruits before the final fulfillment of that promise made “to

the house of Israel and the house of Judah”?3. By the same token we should also accept
the promises made here to “the sons of the stranger” - the Gentile.

2 The promise of the New Covenant as found in Jer.31:31-34 and Ezekiel 36: 26-28, according to the
context in each place, is clearly talking about a time when Israel would haveitsfinal re-gathering to the
land.



It should certainly be clear from this passage of scripture that Y ahweh never has removed
the importance of the Sabbath day. Just give it alittle thought. If, as we have seen is the
case, the Sabbath was made not only to honor Y ahweh as Creator, but for man’s benefit,
then, since nothing has changed in the natural, physical order of things, man still needs a
day of rest and worship; he till needs the Sabbath. Furthermore, Yahweh is still to be
honored as Creator of heaven and earth (a fact till found emphasized in the last book of
the Bible?*). Also, the Messiah, our Savior, is still the Lord of the Sabbath. So, then, not
only